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as intermediary in a dispute between herself and
one of the American nations. Spain, in a dispute
much more serious to the United States, refused
publicly to admit American intervention, while she
did recognize that of the Pope and the European
powers. Was it then possible that a Government
which was either unwilling or afraid openly to
acknowledge American interest in April would, by
October, yield to the wishes of the Administra-
tion? Was it certain or likely that if the Spanish
Government did so yield, it would remain in power?
Reluctantly President McKinley decided that he
could not announce to Congress that he had se-
cured the acceptance of the American policy. In
his message to Congress on the llth of April, he
reviewed the negotiation and concluded by recom-
mending forcible intervention. On the 19th of
April, Congress, by joint resolution, called upon
Spain to withdraw from Cuba and authorized the
President to use force to compel her to do so. Con-
gress, however, was not content to leave the future
of the island merely indefinite, but added that the
United States did not desire Cuba and that the
"people of the island of Cuba are, and of right
ought to be, free and independent." This decision
ruled out both autonomy and cession as solutions